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APFRAS 2026

Asia-Pacific Food Regulatory
Authority Summit

ASIA-PACIFIC FOOD REGULATORY AUTHORITY SUMMIT

APFRAS Seoul 2026 Declaration

We, the senior representatives of food regulatory authorities gathered in Seoul on May 11
-12, 2026, and acknowledged the importance of strategic collaboration in the Asia- Pacific
region as we face new opportunities and challenges with regulating food.

The theme of APFRAS 2026 is ‘A Strategic Leap Towards the Asia Pacific Food
Regulatory Harmonization and Partnership’. Food safety should be understood as a shared,
multisectoral responsibility that no single country, organization, or sector can achieve alone.
To proactively address the changing environment in international trade, it is important to
share the benefits of digitalization and integrate new technologies into food safety
management, and enhance regulatory harmonization and cooperation among member
countries.

Following the APFRAS 2025, we discussed about the global food regulatory environment
analysis and agreed to facilitate the use of CES food regulation database which has been
developed for enhancing access to regulatory requirements of countries in the Asia-Pacific
region.

We, the senior representatives of food regulatory authorities also agreed to support
development of guidelines on recycled plastic materials for food containers and packaging,
and on safety management of food and drink for international events.

Prior to the Summit, there have been working group discussions on various subjects
including food composition database for personalized nutrition management, safety
management of food sold online, and response to climate change. Working group activities
are planned to address emerging issues including new approach methods (NAMs), digital
shifts in food safety management.

We recognize that the APFRAS 2026 has served as an important opportunity to reaffirm
our vision and goals. With support from the Secretariat, APFRAS will continue to support
strategic cooperation to ensure safe food trade within the region and address common
challenges in the food sector. The next APFRAS will be held in the Republic of Korea in
2027.
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