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Joint Statement

on Cooperation towards a Global Al Hub in the Republic of Korea
Issued in Seoul, 21 May 2026

1. Preamble

The Government of the Republic of Korea and the participating United Nations
and related organizations (the “Participating Organizations”) affirm their
shared commitment to enhance safety, accessibility, trustworthiness and
reliability of Artificial Intelligence (AI), with human-centered approaches under
the vision of a global Al hub dedicated to “Al for All, Al to Solve Global
Challenges.”

This Joint Statement builds on the Letter of Intent signed in Geneva on 17
March 2026 between the Government of the Republic of Korea, represented by
the Ministry of Science and ICT, and the Participating Organizations, and
reflects the progress made since that date in shaping a shared vision for
cooperation on artificial intelligence.

The Participants recognize the public systems on which people depend,
including health, climate action and environment, food security and nutrition,
migration and mobility, humanitarian response, labour and work, universal
connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, and other Sustainable
Development Goals areas, are facing challenges that are accelerating in pace
and complexity beyond what existing approaches alone can address. The
Participants further recognize that artificial intelligence is already reshaping
these systems, and that the opportunity to shape this transformation in the
public interest, alongside governments and people across the Global South, is
time-sensitive.

The Participants further recognize the added value of collaboration in
addressing these challenges. The value of a shared, collective capability is
greater than what any one Participant could deliver in isolation.

2. A Shared Understanding

The Participants note their shared intention to explore the possible
establishment of a Global Al Hub in the Republic of Korea, as a collaborative
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capability to support the Participating Organizations, and, to develop and
deploy artificial intelligence in line with their respective mandates and in the
interests of the communities they serve.

The Hub is conceived as a collaborative capability, not a single-agency
presence. The Hub is expected to be established by the Republic of Korea and
shaped jointly by the Participating Organizations, with the intention that
additional United Nations entities may join over time, subject to the agreement
of the Participants and applicable internal approval processes.

3. Scope of the Collaboration

The Participants envisage that, should such a Hub be established, it could
support collaboration across three reinforcing levels.

At the Policy and Standards level, participants in the Hub may engage with
governments, academic institutions, and public-interest partners to support
the introduction of artificial intelligence into public systems, particularly in
developing contexts. This may include contributions to standards, safety, and
accountability frameworks, and to the inclusive ecosystems and public sector
capabilities that keep this transition accountable, rights-based, and centered
on the people it affects.

At the domain level, the Hub is expected to support Participating
Organizations in designing artificial intelligence applications across Sustainable
Development Goal areas, and related cross-cutting global challenges, including
health, climate action and environment, food security and nutrition, forced
displacement, refugee protection and solutions, migration and mobility, labour
and work, universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, and
other areas, in accordance with their respective mandates. This work may
include complex global challenges that cross borders, organizations and
mandates. To effectively address these challenges, they may include identifying
and jointly responding to cross-organizational projects based on inter-agency
cooperation, as well as sharing data, models, and proofs of concept.

At the delivery level, the Hub may facilitate the development of practical and
integrated use cases drawing on shared capabilities in artificial intelligence
engineering, Al-ready data and interoperability, responsible Al practice, and
talent and adoption, producing tools, models, deployable solutions, and digital
public goods.

4. Areas of Cooperation

The Government of the Republic of Korea, as host, has indicated its
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willingness to fund the establishment, operation and practical implementation
of the Hub, subject to the conclusion of appropriate arrangements between
the Participants and to the internal approval processes of the Government of
the Republic of Korea and each Participating Organizations.

The Participating Organizations intend to contribute, in accordance with their
respective mandates, governing instruments, financial regulations and rules,
and internal procedures, technical expertise and institutional knowledge to the
Hub.

The Participants intend to explore, subject to their respective rules, policies
and procedures, structured opportunities for engagement with industry,
academia, and research institutions in international artificial intelligence and
digital cooperation, without prejudice to applicable recruitment frameworks,
competitive processes, geographical diversity considerations, or the
independent staffing decisions of the Government of the Republic of Korea and
each Participating Organization.

The Participants further intend to engage in various forms of collaboration,
including joint research with partners from academia, research institutions,
civil society, and private sector partners, including in the Republic of Korea,
as part of the Hub's broader ecosystem, in each case consistent with the
rules of engagement of the respective Participating Organizations.

Any such engagement with external partners, including private sector entities,

shall be conducted in accordance with the applicable rules, policies and
procedures of each Participating Organization, including those relating to
procurement, due diligence, conflicts of interest, data protection, information
security, intellectual property, and reputational risk.

The Participants share the intention that the Hub will be guided by principles,
including responsible and human-centered artificial intelligence, human
oversight, rights-based design, transparency, interoperability, openness, data
protection and privacy, information security, risk assessment and mitigation,
respect for intellectual property, and the protection of people in wvulnerable
situations, while avoiding duplication across the systems of the Participating
Organizations.

5. Coordination and Implementation

The Participants may consider establishing a coordination mechanism to
facilitate the inter-agency consultations and information-sharing for the Hub,
which comprise technical experts designated by each Participant.

The Participants intend to pursue a phased approach to the establishment of
the Hub over the coming years. Early preparatory work will be carried out in
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2026, and full operational capabilities developed thereafter, in line with each
Participant’s priorities and relevant regulations and procedures.

Additional United Nations system entities may join the Hub over time, subject
to the agreement of the Participants.

6. Nature of this Statement

This Joint Statement reflects the shared intention of the Participants as of the
date of signature. It does not constitute a legally binding agreement and does
not create legal, financial, or other obligations whatsoever for any
Participating Organization or for the Government of the Republic of Korea.

The implementation of any activities contemplated under this Joint Statement
will be subject to the mandates, regulatory frameworks, and internal
procedures of the respective Participants, and to the conclusion of appropriate
arrangements where required.

Nothing in this Joint Statement may be construed as a waiver, express or
implied, of the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the Participating
Organizations under applicable international law.

Each Participant will be fully responsible for its own actions and activities,
including the actions of its staff, consultants, and other personnel or
contractors.

7. Closing

The Participants look forward to advancing this shared endeavor in a spirit of
partnership, and to the Hub becoming a recognized contribution to the
responsible development of artificial intelligence.



