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Agreed Minutes of the Korea - United States Consultation on Beef
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Sah W GUEA ARe B 220 R

During the week of April 11-18, 2008, the govermments of the Republic of Korea
("Korea') and the United States of America ("United States') held consultations in
Seoul, Korea on the conditions for resumption of U.S. beef imports into Korea.
The two delegations reached agreement on a new protocol for the importation of

beef and beef products from the United States into Korea. A copy of the agreed
protocol is attached to these minutes.

o7zt T F=L oy 71x] BAF Alete] YHNE =95 Q)

During the consultations the parties also discussed a number of related issues:

Z399 GG =A=Ae =2
Cooking as an Effective Risk Mitigation

2 943 A2z 71¢8 $AHE A¥ U@ AHAA AYFY =4
24 Z7(cooking)E §-83H BA9 B, FTAFE AFRAE T3 wFol
Aetg 7tExAE 8715 g

With respect to the acceptance of cooking as an effective risk mitigation measure
for the diseases of concem identified in item 2 of the protocol, the Korean

govemment stated that it would consider, through a risk assessment, processing
parameters proposed by the United States.
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease

2ASAEZOE) A9 $5E A4s712 & gl He} v OEs}
o] R 7S A0l B FES AFASw FQq. v FARE
20081 39 179 F7to] WA ZAE AASGYT, BFLZREH 4T £
Ang vt 0 5A¥ & AENE o] RS PEAL Yo,
g@dstel A5P BRE 98 BLB 37 4RI} A2 A4S 59 159 o Ao
Neoz @3RF 4 Aotk wIZe w FZARRY W WA
Asd A5F BHow JURAY T oF 9 WF AYIAE AL
Aot}

In line with its commitment to recognize OIE disease classifications, the United
~ States stated that it has initiated a review of the OIE designation of Korea's FMD
status. USDA conducted a site visit during the week of March 17, 2008, and
received a substantial amount of data from Korea. USDA technical experts are in
the process of reviewing this data and will inform the Korean govemment in writing
before May 15th of any additional data necessary to expedite completion of its risk
assessment. The United States will conduct its risk assessment and subsequent
rulemaking in as expedited a manner as possible within the parameters of the U.S.
Administrative Procedures Act. '

Zlet w9 HH AF
Other Safe-to-Trade Products

B QU HAE Holvx, BSE A3 A9 #AQC] BE I7HE]
WA Mg OIEZ7L AAF 7|8k AF3 BHste], FFL& 9]
T AF - 53] 20X w7 293 QIAAF R & )99 FEAA D
Aol A3 ARRE - o dis] d=xFo] ZHAX A= UHA $HAZE dE
371 915te] Ao AAR WA o FAE AFHIZ FsAh

With regard to other products deemed safe-to-trade by the OIE from all countries
regardless of BSE risk status, which are outside the scope of the protocol, both
sides agreed to hold in a timely manner consultations to resolve Korea's remaining
concems associated with these pmduéts - in parficular, issues with respect to blood
and blood products derived from cattle and products derived from animals other than

cattle.
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Ginseng Chicken

nZe HADL WFoE 5EduR e g ARl Bt FSISH
Aol B 74 F) AR g $AF FWL WS svdtn sk
M2e $AF gEe we 2Ry 7Y Yol d2o g@ AXEA ANLL
At Aol

The United States stated that it anticipates receiving complete responses to a few
additional questions that FSIS has posed regarding Korea's application to export
ginseng chicken to the United States. Within seven days after receipt of complete

responses, the United States will propose a start date for an on-site audit in Korea.

5 BAZF £492 A5He $4 AAYL nstd nFe AT AEFY
WE Ee] A4S M vF PPAAY] W WelM A=A 1
olF A B ¥ AR ARE AT Aot

Considering this has been a long-standing priority for many years, the United
States will conduct its on-site audit and any subsequent work and rulemaking within
the parameters of the U.S. Administrative Procedures Act with a view to realizing

the export of this product to the United States.

HY di7] S vl Y= AF
U.S. Deboned Product in Pipeline

2 Az A4AA Ao ue FFARE FF 0T Y3, 20079
109 59 oldo] E5Hn, #Fo F7 T WY Fad dolge n2i
mgE Al gt Mz AAzA B £ AAANE A2
st

Upon effective implementation of the protocol, the Korean govermment stated that
it will conduct, under the terms of the new protocol, import quarantine inspection of

U.S. deboned beef produced specifically for Korea and slaughtered before October 5,
2007, that remains at Korea's ports of entry or in storage in the United States.
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Enhanced Feed Ban

nEe A 7% F% 1979 ARIAZAE A WAL
go, AL U= IZAAY g WF AFAZ] wpAY
gz Adgsige. FFL vFo] FE ARFAZAE FES 3%, 1
Ndd OFF AF# 4x HES RE A9 2o A3 AFL ¢
FES A=A F¢ WAE Fug Rl A

The United States reported that, for some time, it has been considering
strengthening its 1997 feed ban and is now in the final stages of the rulemaking
process under the U.S. Administrative Procedures Act. Korea stated that if the
United States publicly announces the enhanced feed ban rule, it will expand the
scope of the protocol at that time to include products from animals of all ages,

consistent with OIE guidelines.

79 o5 39 F7
Korean Audits of U.S. Establishments

vE A2 AAx Add ¥ Jled B FFoR & FU9
oldel AW 4l APFF} FFor FEFIA = MELE §F Z}%l%oﬂ
dste] =457 AN A7 99 A2 AR olH@F A7
x4y A= AEdd disto 4AE 5 Ao

The United States agreed to schedule, as soon as possible after the effective date
of the new protocol, audits by the Korean government of any new meat
establishments seeking to export to Korea as well as the four meat establishments

whose eligibility to export to Korea was previously cancelled. These audits could

be done on a representative sample basis.

F9Yze ogol aF 4%

Timeline for Implementation of Protocol

SAFAAFRT B JAEA THA A1) L A7) AF 59
o @ Au =uel oA FAs7] A 20089 49 RAAAE
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Korea stated that no later than April 22, 2008, the Ministty for Food, Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries will publish for public comment the import health
requirements for beef and beef products contained in the protocol. As soon as the
public comment period required by Korea's Administrative Procedures Act closes (20
days after publication), the protocol will be published as a final regulation. If the
- United States has publicly announced its enhanced feed ban regulation during the
public comment period, Korea stated that it will expand the coverage of the new
protocol from beef and beef products derived from cattle less than 30 months of
age to also provide access for beef and beef products 30 months and older. Korea
indicated that it expects the regulatory process will be concluded and enter into
force as of May 15, 2008. ’

Min Dong-Seok A. Ellen Terpstra

Deputy Minister - Deputy Under Secretary
MIFAFF ‘ USDA
On behalf of Korea On behalf of the United States
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Import Health Requirements for U.S. Beef and Beef Products

The following import health requirements shall be applied to beef and beef products
exported from the United States of America ("United States")_ to the Republic of
Korea ("Korea").

Definitions
1. Definitions for the purpose of these health .requirements are as follows:

(1) "Beef or beef products" includes all edible parts of cattle less than 30

‘ months of age at the time of slaughter and products derived from all
edible parts of catlle less than 30 months of age at the time of slaughter
as described in the U.S. Federal Meat Inspection Act. However, "beef or
beef products" excludes specified risk materials (SRMs); all mechanically
recovered meat (MRM)/mechanically separated meat (MSM); and
advanced meat recovery product (AMR) from the skull and vertebral
column of cattle 30 months of age and over at the time of slaughter.
AMR that is free of SRMs and central nervous system tissues (CNS) is
allowed.  Ground meat, processed products and beef extracts may
contain AMR but excludes specified risk materials (SRMs) and all
- MRM/MSM.

(2) "BSE" means Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy.

(3) "Cattle" means domesticated bovine animals (Bos taurus and Bos indicus)
born and raised in the United States, legally imported into the United
States from a country deemed eligible by the Korean government to
export beef or beef products to Korea, or raised in the United States for
at least 100 days prior to slaughter.

(4) "Food-safety hazard" means any biological, chemical, or physical property
that may cause food to be unsafe for human consumption.

(5) "Lot' means a quantity of beef or beef products identified on a single export
certificate from one meat establishment, and consists of the same process
category and product standard of identity (sub-category).

(6) "Meat establishment" includes any slaughterhouse, processing plant, and



storage facility for beef 6r beef products that operates under U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspection. /
(7) "Non-compliance" means an inconsistency with this protocol that does not
constitute a food-safety hazard.
(8) "Serious non-compliance’means a food-safety hazard in a shipped product
or a food-safety hazard found during a system audit
(9) "Specified risk materials" (SRMs) means:
(a) tonsils and distal ileum from cattle of all ages and
(b) brain, eyes, spinal cord, skull, dorsal root ganglia (DRG) and vertebral column
(excluding vertebrae of the tail, transverse processes and spinous processes of
the cervical, thoracic and lumbar vertebrae, ‘median crest and wings of the
sacrum) from cattle 30 months of age and over at the time of slaughter.
(10) "United States” (U.S.) means the fifty states and the District of Columbia.

General Requirements
2. Prior to the loading of the beef or beef products:

(a) the United States has been free of foot-and-mouth disease for the
past 12 months and has been free of rinderpest, contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia, lumpy skin disease and Rift Valley fever for the past
24 months and

(b) Vaccination has not been carried out against the aforementioned
diseases. '

Notwithstanding the above, in the event the Korean government recognizes
that effective stamping—out policies are in place for the specific disease in the
United States, including emergency vaccination if caried out, the required
period for recognizing the United States as being free of that disease may be
shortened in accordance with World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)
guidelines after Korea conducts a risk analysis.

3. In the event a diseasé set out in item 2 occurs in the United States, the U.S.

government shall immediately suspend the issuance of export certificates for all
beef and beef products to Korea that do not meet the requirements of item 2.



4. The US. govemment, in accordance with U.S. regulations, continuously
maintains measures that meet or exceed OIE guidelines for controlled-risk
status to effectively detect and prevent the introduction and spread of BSE.
The U.S. govemment will provide notice to the World Trade Organization
(WTO) - according to its WTO commitments - and infoom Korea regarding
the repeal or amendment of any BSE-related measure.

5. In the event (an) additional case(s) of BSE occur(s) in the United States, the
U.S. govermment shall immediately conduct a thorough epidemiological
investigation and inform the Korean govemment of the results of the
investigation. The U.S. govermment will consult with the Korean govemment
about the findings of the investigation. The Korean govemment will suspend
the importation of beef and beef products if the additional case(s) results in
the OIE recognizing an adverse change in the classification of the U.S. BSE
status.

Requirements for Meat Establishments

6. Any meat establishment in theUnited States that operates under USDA
inspection is eligible to produce beef or beef products for Korea. The
establishment should be notified to the Korean govermment in advance.

7. The U.S. govemment will maintain a regular monitoring and auditing program for
meat establishments that produce beef or beef products for export to Korea to
ensure they cdmply with the relevant provisions of these health requirements
and U.S. regulations. In the event of a serious non-compliance, the Food
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) personnel would issue a Noncompliance
Record and would immediately control the non-compliant product If the
process that resulted in the non-compliant product is on-going, FSIS would
immediately stop the process until it determines that appropriate cormrective and
preventative measures have been taken. Only when FSIS determines that
corrective actions are adequate will production be allowed to resume. The
U.S. government will infoom the Korean govemment if an establishment is
suspended and when corrective action has been taken.

- 30 -



8. The Korean govemment may conducton-site audits of a representative sample of

the meat establishments that export beef or beef products to Korea. When a
serious non—compliance with these health requirements has been found as a
result of the on-site audit, the Korean government will inform the results to
the U.S. govemment, and the U.S. govemment shall take appropriate

- measures and inform the Korean government of the measures taken.

9. The U.S. govemment shall verify that a suspended meat establishment has

determined and implemented appropriate corrective and preventative measures
before lifting the suspension described in item 7, item 8 or item 24. The
U.S. govemment shall inform the Korean govemment of the corrective action
the meat establishment has taken and of the date the meat establishments
suspension is lifted.

Requirements for Beef and Beef Products

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

The beef or beef products were derived from catle bom and raised in the
United States, from cattle legally imported into the United States from a
country deemed eligible by the Korean government to export beef or beef
products to Korea, or from catle raised in the United States for at least
100 days prior to slaughter.

Cattle for producing beef or beef products for export were not suspeCt or
confiimed BSE cases confimed progenies of BSE cases or confirmed
cohorts of BSE cases, as defined in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code
adopted by the OIE.

Meat establishments that produce beef or beef products shall maintain a
program for the hygienic removal of SRMs.

For the purpose of SRM removal, the age of cattle at the time of slaughter
was verified by documentation which identifies the age or by dentition.

The meat establishments maintain purchase records indicating the facility from

which the animals were purchased for slaughter. Records may be disposed
of two years after the date of purchase.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

The beef or beef products were derived from cattle that were slaughtered in
meat establishments (slaughterhouses) certified by the U.S. govemment as
eligible to export beef and beef products to Korea and that passed
ante—mortem and post-mortem inspection conducted by USDA inspection
personnel under the supervision of the resident USDA veterinarian.

The beef or beef products were derived from cattle that were not subjected to
a stunning process, prior to slaughter, with a device injecting compressed air
or gas into the cranial cavity, or to a pithing process.

The beef or beef products were produced and handled in a manner as to
prevent contamination from SRMs or from MSM from the skull and vertebral
column of cattle 30 months of age and over, in accordance with FSIS
regulations. '

Residues (radioactivity, synthetic antibiotic substances, antibiotic substances,
heavy metals, pesticides, hormones, etc.) posing a public health hazard and
pathogenic microorganisms in the beef and beef products shall not exceed
the tolerance levels established by the Korean govemment. The beef and
beef products may be treated with ionizing radiation, ultraviolet rays, and
tenderizers in accordance with Korean regulations.

Sanitary packaging material was used to package the beef or beef products.

The processing, storage and transportation of the beef and beef products were
handled in such a manner as to prevent contamination by communicable
animal disease pathogens.

Refrigerated or cold storage rooms on a ship (aircraft) or container that
transports the beef and beef products were sealed by using the seal of the
U.S. govemment or a U.S. govemment-recognized seal and then certified
by a U.S. govemment veterinarian.

Export Certificate



22. Beef and beef products qualify for import quarantine inspection if accompanied
by the Export Certificate of Wholesomeness and the Certificate for Export of
Beef and Beef Products to the Republic of Korea (ROK) issued by the
veterinary authority of the U.S. govermment, which include the following
information to be submitted to the quarantine authority of the Korean
government:

(1) Information responsive to items 2, 10 and 15-20 above

(2) Name of the product (including species), number of packages and
weight (net weight) listed by each final processing plant

(3) Names, addresses and establishment numbers of the slaughterhouse,
meat processing plant and storage facility

(4) Slaughtering period and/or processing period (dd/mm/yy-dd/mm/yy);
(5) Names andaddresses of the consignor and the consignee

(6) Date the export certificate was issued and the name and signature of -
the issuer and

(7) Container number and seal number.

Import Quarantine Inspection and Regulatory Action

23. If the Korean government detects a food-safety hazard in a lot during the
quarantine inspection process, it may reject the lot. The Korean government shall
notify and consult with the U.S. govemment regarding the matter and may request
corrective action if appropriate. If an SRM is found, FSIS will conduct an
investigation to determine the cause of the problem. Product produced by the
pertinent meat establishment shall continue to be eligible for import quarantine
inspection. However, the Korean government will increase the rate of inspection of
subsequent beef and beef products from the meat establishment After the Korean
government inspects five lots of equal or greater quantity of the same product '
without finding a food-safety hazard, the Korean govemment shall apply its
standard inspection procedures and rates.

24. If the Korean government observes at least two incidents of food-safety
hazards involving separate lots from the same meat establishment, the meat
establishment may be suspended until corrective action has been taken. Beef and
beef products of the meat establishment that were certified prior to the date of



suspension shall continue to be eligible for import quarantine inspection. An
establishment shall remain suspended untii the U.S. govermment verifies to the
Korean govermment that corrective actions have been completed. The U.S.
govemment shall infoom the Korean govemment of the meat establishments
corrective action and of the date the meat establishments suspension is lifted. The
Korean government may include an on-site audit of the establishment during its
next system audit in the United States.

Consultations

25. The Korean govemment or the U.S. govermment may request consultations with
 the other conceming any matter regarding the interpretation or application of these
import health requirements. Unless otherwise égreed, the consultations shall be
held within seven days of the request in the temitory of the govemment that
receives the request

Addendum
1. This notice will go into effect on the date of its nofification.

2. When the United States publicly announces its enhanced feed ban, Article 1(1)
shall be modified to read as follows: "beef or beef products" includes all edible
parts of catle and products derived from all edible parts of catle as described in
the U.S. Federal Meat Inspection Act However, "beef or beef products” excludes
specified risk materials (SRMs); all mechanically recovered meat (MRM)
/mechanically separated meat (MSM); and advanced meat recovery product (AMR)
from the skull and vertebral column of cate 30 months of age and over at the
time of slaughter. AMR that is free of SRMs and central nervous system tissues
(CNS) is allowed. Ground meat, processed products and beef extracts may
contain AMR but excludes specified risk materials (SRMs) and all MRM/MSM.

3. During the first 90 days following the effective date of these import health
requirements, Korea may audit and/or reject U.S. decisions regarding the listing of

new plants or re-listing of previously de-listed plants.

4. During the first 180 days following the effective date of these import health



requirements, exports of T-bone and Porterhouse steaks will be accompanied by
some notation on the box that confirms for Korean officials that these cuts of beef
come from cattle under 30 months of age. The Korean government and the U.S.
govemment agree to have consultations upon the completion of the 180 day period
with a view to addressing)concems after reviewing the notation's effect on beef
frade and its inspection.
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