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Agreed Minutes of the Korea - United States Consultation on Beef
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During the week of April 11-18, 2008, the govemments of thevRepublic of Korea
("Korea') and the United States of America (‘United States') held consultations in
Seoul, Korea on the conditions for resumption of U.S. beef imports into Korea.
The two delegations reached agreement on a new protocol for the importation of
beef and beef products from the United States into Korea. A copy of the agreed
protocol is attached to these minutes. "

7|zt ¢ F52 oF 71A ddE Al dFAxE =950

During the consultations the barties also discussed a number of related issues:

a7Fl gz £AEA49 £
Cooking as an Effective Risk Mitigation

2 g4z A2zd 71%8 SAHE A U aRF AR =K
2A Z7)(ooking)® F&3E BAlY Bd, FRANE AFWAE 54 0
o] Agtd HEZAL nA}7Z FAT

With respect to the acceptance of cooking as an effective risk mitigation measure
for the diseases of concem identified in item 2 of the protocol, the Korean
government stated that it would consider, through a risk assessment, processing
parametels proposed by the United States.
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease
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In line with its commitment to recognize OIE disease claésiﬁcations, the United
States stated that it has initiated a review of the OIE designation of Korea's FMD
status. USDA conducted a site visit during the week of March 17, 2008, and
received a substantial amount of data from Korea. USDA technical experts are in
the process of reviewing this data and will inform the Korean government in writing
before May 15th of any additional data necessary to expedite completion of its risk
assessment. The United States will conduct its risk assessment and subsequent
rulemaking in as expedited a manner as possible within the parameters of the U.S.
Administrative Procedures Act. ‘

Zlel w9 kA AF
Other Safe-to-Trade Products
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With regard to other products deemed safe-to-trade by the OIE from all countries
regardless of BSE risk status, which are outside the scope of the protocol, both
sides agreed to hold in a timely manner consultations to resolve Korea's remaining
concems associated with these products - in partic‘ular, issues with respect to blood
and blood products derived from cattle and products derived from animals other than

cattle.
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Ginseng Chicken
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The United States stated that it anticipates receiving complete responses to a few
additional questions that FSIS has posed regarding Korea's application to export
ginseng chicken to the United States. Within seven days after receipt of complete
responses, the United States will propose a start date for an on-site audit in Korea.

5 BAZ $97 A&HL $4 FAYL s ne AP AF
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Considering this has been a long-standing priority for many years, the United
States will conduct its on-site audit and any subsequent work and rulemaking within
the parameters of the U.S. Administrative Pmcedﬁms Act with a view to realizing
the export of this product to the United States.

#9Y di7] s o3¢ WYle AF
U.S. Deboned Product in Pipeline
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Upon effective implementation of the protocol, the Korean govemment stated that
it will conduct, under the terms of the new protocol, import quarantine inspection of
U.S. deboned beef produced specifically for Korea and slaughtered before October 5,
2007, that remains at Korea's ports of entry or in storage in the United States.
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Enhanced Feed Ban
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The United States. reported that, for some time, it has been considering
strengthening its 1997 feed ban and is now in the final stages of the rulemaking
process under the U.S. Administrative Procedures Act. Korea stated that if the
United States publicly announces the enhanced feed ban rule, it will expand the
scope of the protocol at that time to include products from animals of all ages,

consistent with OIE guidelines.

#59 v 397 47
Korean Audits of U.S. Establishments
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The United States agreed to schedule, as soon as possible after the effective date
of the new protocol, ‘audits by the Korean govemment of any new meat
establishments seeking to export to Korea as well as the four meat establishments
whose eligibility to export to Korea was previously cancelled. These audits could

be done on a representative sample basis.

o4z oPol Bd 47

Timeline for Implementation of Protocol
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Korea stated that no later than Aprl 22, 2008, the Ministry for Food, Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries will publish for public comment the import health
requirements for beef and beef products contained in the protocol. As soon as the
public comment period required by Korea's Administrative Procedures Act closes (20
days after publication), the protocol will be published as a final regulation. If the
United States has publicly announced its enhanced feed ban regulation during the
public comment period, Korea stated that it will expand the coverage of the new
protocol from beef and beef products derived from cattle less than 30 months of
age to also provide access for beef and beef products 30 months and older. Korea
indicated that it expects the regulatory process will be concluﬂed and enter into
force as of May 15, 2008.

Min Dong-Seok A. Ellen Terpstra

Deputy Minister Deputy Under Secretary
MIFAFF : USDA

On behalf of Korea On behalf of the United States
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Less Than 30 Month Age Verification QSA Program for Korea

USDA will establish for Korean importers a new Quality System "Assessment
'(QSA) Program upon publication of the notification of import requirements. This
program will be called the "Less Than 30 Month Age Verification QSA Program for
Korea".This is the most effective way to verify that product from eligible plants will
be derived from cattle less than 30 months of age.

QSA Programs are U.S. Government-administered programs authorized under the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) and are defined in the
Code of Federal Regulations (7 C.F.R. Part 62) as well as USDA, Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) Audit, Review and Compliance Branch (ARC) 1000
Procedure Quality Systems Verification Program General Policies and Procedures,
ARC 1002 Procedure Quality Systems Assessment Program and Guidance -
#GU7309CCA and QSA/PVP Live Animal Production Record Requirements. QSAs
are based on the ISO 9001:2000 Quality Management System standards.

AMS will ensure that participants in the Less Than 30 Month Age Verification v
QSA Program for Korea only export beef produced under the prdgram that is
sourced from cattle less than 30 months of age. This is accomplished by requiring
each participating firm to establish, document, implement, and maintain a quality
management system that will be audited on a regular basis. The QSA Program will
specifically require that responsible U.S. exporter plant personnel be trained to

implement this program.

Korean importers and inspection authorities will be able to verify product
conformance by ensuring the establishment shipping the product is listed on the
USDA website as being approved under the Less Than 30 Month Age Verification
QSA Program for Korea. For U.S. exporters who participate in this program, it
will be operationally identical to the quality system requirements in place for all
USDA Export Verification (EV) Programs. As countries come into compliance with
OIE internationally recognized standards, USDA is phasing out EV Programs in
favor of the underlying QSA Programs. U.S. beef from participating plants will be
accompanied by FSIS 9060-5 Export Certificate of Wholesomeness with a statement
in the "remarks section” stating that the beef or beef products were produced at a
verified establishment under the USDA "Less Than 30 Month Age Verification QSA

Program for Korea."





