ANNEX 2

The TOR of the Steering Committee for Joint Research on DSS
Members

1. The "Steering Committee for Joint Research on DSS” consists of a total of nine persons: from each country, one director-level official from the environment authorities and two other members, one from Working Group I and the other from Working Group II.

Chair person

2. The director from the environment authorities of the TEMM host country will chair the Steering Committee for the year.

Roles of the Steering Committee

3. The roles of the Steering Committee are;
(1) to provide general guidance for establishing and implementing the project plan of the Joint Research Group;
(2) to determine the direction of each working group’s research plan and activities, and support them;
(3) to prepare the terms of reference of the two working groups;
(4) to review the progress and results of joint research and give instructions to the Working Groups;
(5) to report the result of joint research to the TDGM on DSS;
(6) to coordinate tasks among DSS relevant departments and agencies at national and regional levels, and devise plans for exchanging information; 
(7) to explore financial arrangements to appropriately support the approved activities;
(8) to discuss policies on countermeasures for DSS problems in Northeast Asia; and

(9) to undertake any other activities the Steering Committee considers necessary.
Meeting Arrangement

4. The Steering Committee meeting will be held once a year in the host country of TEMM. However, the meeting can be called on at any time with the committee members' consent.

5. The Focal Point of the Steering Committee will be a director-level official from the environment authorities of each country.
6. The Host Country's competent division will be in charge of convening the meeting of the Steering Committee.
Expenditure and Finance
7. Expenses for holding the Steering Committee Meeting shall be covered by the Chair Country (TEMM Host Country) and the traveling expenses, including accommodations, shall be born by each country.
ANNEX 1

Korea’s Proposal for TOR of Working Groups
Working Group I & II
1. The Working Group of Joint Research Group on DSS among China, Japan and Korea consists of the Working Group I (for DSS monitoring and early warning network study) and the Working Group II (for prevention and control of DSS study).

Members

2. The Working Group consists of total 10-16 persons, 3-5 persons (competent officials from related ministries, competent experts from research institutes) from each country and one person recommended by international organizations such as UNEP for the Working Group I and UNESCAP for the Working Group II. It would be desirable that the Meteorological Authorities and Forestry Authorities would participate in the Working Group.

Chair person

3. The Working Group will appoint a leading country to take responsibilities. Two countries, which do not host TEMM, will take charge of the operation of each working group during the year. The team leader of the leading country will chair the Working Group for the year.
4. The team leader of next (or previous) TEMM host country will serve as the chair of Working Group I. It would be desirable that the director-level official from the Meteorological Authorities would be the leader of each country.

5. The team leader of previous (or next) TEMM host country will serve as the chair of Working Group II.

Roles of the Working Group

6. The roles of the Working Group are;

(1) to establish detailed research plans for each research subject;

(2) to implement joint researches based on the approval by the Steering Committee;

(3) to organize a research task force team (TFT) consisting of working group members and other experts, if necessary;
(4) to make recommendations on countermeasures for DSS problems in accordance with the result of researches;

(5) to report progress and result of projects to the Steering Committee; and

(6) to promote any other studies the Working Group considers necessary.

Meeting Arrangement

7. The Working Group meeting will be held twice a year in non-Host countries of TEMM. However, the meeting can be called on at any time under the consultation of the three countries.

8. The Working Group will adopt the report of joint researches for the consideration of the Steering Committee.

9. The Focal Point of the Working Group will be the team leader of the Working Group of each country.

10. Host country’s competent division of Environment Authorities or other related ministry will be in charge of holding the meeting of the Working Group.

Joint Researches: Working Group I

11. Working Group I will perform joint researches in DSS monitoring and early warning network areas, as following:

(1) Study on establishment of DSS monitoring and early warning regional network;

(2) Research on meteorological conditions and characteristics of DSS occurrence in DSS source areas;

(3) Estimation of DSS transfer path through remote sensing;

(4) Study on DSS occurrence and transfer modeling; and
(5) Study on chemical and physical characteristics of DSS by major DSS source area and transfer path.

Joint Researches: Working Group II

12. Working Group II will perform joint researches in DSS prevention and controlling areas, as following.
(1) Research on status and major reasons of desertification in DSS source areas;

(2) Study on ecological restoration and preservation in DSS source areas;

(3) Assessment of DSS’ impacts on ecosystem;

(4) Assessment of DSS’ impacts on human health, living, and industries; and
(5) Study on minimization of DSS negative impacts, and exchange of successful policies

Expenditure and Finance
13. Expenses for holding Working Group Meeting shall be covered by the host country, and the traveling expenses shall be born by each country.
14. Expenses for research shall be supplied by voluntary contribution including human and material support from each country. In addition, possible financial support from international organizations should be actively sought for.

